
Early in January, 2015, Boko Haram launched 
an attack on Baga and 15 surrounding villages, 
killing 2,000, burning 3,100 structures, and 
displacing 35,000 people. Their objective was 
to eliminate all Christians in the region.

▶ LIBYA – the killing fields for Christians
In February, 2015, 21 Coptic Christian migrant 
workers from Egypt were beheaded on the 
shore of the Mediterranean near Tripoli by 
ISIS.  A video of these horrific murders, titled 
“A message signed with blood to the nation of 
the Cross,” was distributed world-wide.
This atrocity was repeated two months later 
when a group of 30 Ethiopian Christian 
migrant workers were lead to their death near 
the same location. This time the captives were 
shot and then beheaded – all recorded in a 
second shocking ISIS video.  The message in 
the video was clear:  Christians would not be 
safe unless they embrace Islam or pay 
protection money. 
Since the fall of Maummar Gaddafi in October, 
2011,  Libya has been overrun by competing 
armed militias, many of them aligned with 
ISIS.  For Christians, Libya has become the 
“killing fields” of the 21st Century.
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Nun ن� the Arabic alphabet “N” in our 
Roman alphabet is the first letter of the word 
Nasara  ( ن�ص�ا�ر�ى�) -- Nazarenes. Muslims 
have called Christians this since the 
beginning of their invasion of the Christian 
world in the 7th century -- Christians under 
Muslim rule never called themselves by this 
pejorative word,  since the intent of Muslims 
was to portray Christians as a contemptible 
and disobedient sect.
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▶ IRAN

There are an estimated 250,000 Christians in 
Iran’s 76 million strong population. They face 
torture, impris- onment or the death sentence 
under Sharia Law for not observing Islamic 
religious festivals and dress codes.
(See Reliance of the Traveler, Section o11.3,  
which addresses public behavior and dress.)
The Brussels-based organization Human 
Rights Without Frontiers named Iran as one of 
five countries with the largest number of 
“belief prisoners.”
Saeed Abidini, an American Iranian pastor, 
has been jailed in Iran since 2012. Christians 
must practice their religion in secret due to 
Sharia Law.
(Reliance of the Traveler, Section o11.5(6) 
forbids reciting the Bible aloud)

4/2014 A Dutch priest who had refused to 
leave the besieged Syrian city of Homs in 
solidarity with its residents was beaten and 
then shot dead in his monastery.

▶ NIGERIA
On April 14-15, 2014, 275 high school girls, 
92% of them Christian, were kidnapped from 
a government school by the Muslim terrorist 
organization Boko Haram. Only a few 
escaped. The remainder were sold into sex 
slavery for about $12 each, and they have not 
been seen since.
7/27/14    A bomb blast killed at least 5 and 
injured 8 shortly after Mass ended at St. 
Charles church in Kano, Nigeria.
Islamic jihadist have destroyed almost every 
town and village in southern Taraba belonging 
to Christians. reported by Rt. Rev. Timothy 
Yahaya, chairman of the Christian Assoc. of 
Nigeria.

▶ IRAQ
8/1/14    A family of 8 all sitting to- gether 
with an open Bible were shot in the face and 
killed in Northern Iraq. -reported by Canon 
Andrew White.
Muslim terrorists marked each Chris- tian 
owned institution or building with the Nun 
letter for the extermination of holdouts and 
expropriation of their belongings.
6/2014    Muslims, led by the ISIS jihadists 
captured Mosul. They removed the crosses 
from Mosul’s Chaldean and Assyrian 
Orthodox Cathedrals and replaced them with 
the black flag of the Islamic State.
7/2014    Mosul, Iraq’s 2nd largest city, has 
been emptied of almost all Christians. Over 
10,000 have been forced to flee. The scant few 
who re- mained were weak, old or injured.

▶ SYRIA
5/13/14 Maaloula, Syria has suffered major 
destruction from warfare, according to the 
International Christian Concern. In addition to 
the damage to buildings, Maaloula’s churches 
have been defaced with Islamic graffiti. 
Muslim rebels have damaged altars, defaced 
icons and paintings, removed or de- stroyed 
crosses and disturbed the tombs.

Who is a Muslim?
A Muslim is one who is obedient to the 
commands of Allah and examples of Muhammad.

What is Islam?
Islam is defined by the holy texts of its religion - 
not by the beliefs, actions or virtues of a Muslim.
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